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ESTCOTS PRIMARY SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY POLICY

Introduction

This document is a statement of the intent, aims, principles and strategies used to meet the
requirements of geography teaching and learning at Estcots Primary School. The
implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all teaching staff.

The policy was reviewed in December 2023.

Geography at Estcots School

Geography at Estcots teaches an understanding of places and environments. Through their
topic-led work, children learn about their local area and compare their life in East Grinstead
with others in other regions of the United Kingdom and the rest of the world. They learn how to
draw and interpret maps, and they develop the skills of research, investigation, analysis and
problem solving. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human geography,
children gain an appreciation and understanding of life in other cultures. Geography teaching
also motivates children to find out about the physical world, and enables them to recognise the
importance of sustainable development for the future of our planet.

At Estcots Primary School we are committed to providing all children with learning opportunities
to engage in geography. This policy sets out a framework and gives guidance on planning,
teaching and assessment.

Intent

“A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about
the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should
equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human
environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human
processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to
deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of
the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge,
understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s
features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.”

National Curriculum

At Estcots Primary School we aim to deliver a geography curriculum that is accessible to all
and that will maximise the outcomes for every child so that they know more, remember more,
and understand more. Our teaching of geography will help children to understand what makes
our local area different to other regions on national and international scales. The creative and
inspiring curriculum will help pupils gain a secure knowledge and understanding of how the
world has been shaped in terms of both human and physical geography. The curriculum is
structured in a way that allows for children to make links between current and previous
learning. Teachers use the long-term topic plans to ensure that the Estcots’ learning journey
from EYFS to Year 6, results in a secure geographical understanding and development of
skills.
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Aims
Early Years Foundation Stage:

Geography forms part of the learning children acquire under the ‘Knowledge and
Understanding of the World' branch of the Foundation Stage curriculum. Foundation Stage
geography is where children begin to gain a wider experience of the world around them,
including our own locality of East Grinstead. Children learn through first-hand experiences to
explore, observe, problem solve, predict, think critically, make decisions and talk about the
creatures, people, plants and objects in their natural environments.

Key Stage 1 and 2

The National Curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:

e develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both
terrestrial and marine — including their defining physical and human characteristics and
how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes

e understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical
features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial
variation and change over time

e are competent in the geographical skills needed to:

e collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences
of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes

e interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams,
globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

e communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps,
numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

Equal Opportunities and SEND

All pupils are entitled to access the history curriculum at a level appropriate to their needs. To
ensure inclusion, teachers use a range of strategies to make sure learning is accessible to all.
Independent tasks, as well as teaching, are also well-adapted to ensure full accessibility, as
well as to provide appropriate challenge to different groups of learners. The school makes full
use of additional adults who are deployed effectively to ensure that identified children are able
to make progress in each curriculum area, according to their full potential.

Children with Special Educational Needs are taught the full Humanities Curriculum which is
tailored by their teacher to meet their needs. Some children may receive additional support to
help them take a full and active role in geography lessons. Tasks will be adapted if necessary
to help children to succeed and reach their potential. See Special Education Needs Policy for
more details.

Planning and Schemes of Work
EYFS teaching is planned in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage — Understanding the

World. Humanities teaching is planned from Year 1 upwards in line with the 2014 National
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Curriculum for Key Stages 1 and 2. The National Curriculum provides the basis for our long-
term planning, which builds upon prior learning. We ensure that there are opportunities for
children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each programme of study and
children are increasingly challenged as they move up through the school.

To aid our history planning at Estcots, we use the Hamilton Trust plans, which encourage

hands-on, practical learning. These plans are supported and adapted by bespoke, topic-

specific knowledge organisers, which clarify and summarise the key knowledge, skills and
vocabulary.

Teaching and Learning

During Key Stage 1, children will learn:
e Locational knowledge
e Place knowledge
e Human and physical geography
e Geographical skills and fieldwork

Pupils will investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United Kingdom or abroad,
finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who live there. They also begin
to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the
classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions about people, places and
environments, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps and photographs.

During Key Stage 2, children will learn:
e Locational knowledge
e Place knowledge
e Human and physical geography
e Geographical skills and fieldwork

Pupils will investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the United Kingdom and
abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world. They find out how people
affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Pupils carry out geographical enquiry
inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions, and use
geographical skills and resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT. Children
will develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical questions, collecting and
recording information and identifying different views. They will acquire the appropriate practical
skills associated with Geography, including using suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and
maps, plans and atlases. Pupils will use secondary sources of information with accuracy,
including aerial photographs, satellite images, etc.

Throughout the school, teachers will ensure that links between subjects are maximized and

that, where possible, geography is taught through the use of our creative, topic-based
curriculum.
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Assessment

During each topic, formative assessment will take place in the form of regular oral questioning
by the teacher, as well as low stakes quizzes (links to which can be found in the knowledge
organisers for key stages 1 and 2). At the end of each term, we will review the progress of
each child against the 2018 Teacher Assessment Exemplification Materials for key stage 1 and
key stage 2 and record summative assessments in Target Tracker. Reception teachers will
assess their children using the Foundation Stage Profiles in line with EYFS profile
exemplification materials.

Health and Safety

Visits by pupils to the immediate locality, and sites of geographical interest are an essential part
of the Geography Curriculum. Visits are well organised and provide a stimulating and valuable
experience. The pupils will prepare for the visit and, on their return, use the experience to good
effect in the classroom. The class teacher, or leader, will plan the visit meticulously, with the
pupils’ safety and welfare paramount. Please see the Policy for Educational Visits for more
detailed information.

For more information on Health and Safety in school, please see the Estcots Primary School
‘Health and Safety’ policy.
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