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] {' Estcots’ Writing Offer — Taken from the Writing Policy 2024

The Estcots Primary School Writing Policy 2024 outlines the school's approach to teaching writing as a fundamental
life skill, emphasizing confidence, clarity, and creativity. It stresses that writing is more than handwriting and spelling,
requiring an understanding of different genres, audience needs, and appropriate linguistic conventions.

Aims

The school aims for students to:
« Write confidently and imaginatively across various genres (fiction, non-fiction, poetry) for diverse purposes and
audiences.
e Apply knowledge of phonics, spelling, and grammar.
« Plan, draft, revise, and edit their work while engaging in self- and peer-assessment.
« Develop curiosity, critical thinking, and independence in writing.

Teaching Approach

Writing is taught daily through structured English lessons, incorporating both transcription (spelling, handwriting) and
composition (idea articulation, structure). A strong focus is placed on creating meaningful writing opportunities, making
writing purposeful for students. Throughout their time at Estcots, children engage with a wide range of genres, including
narrative, non-fiction, and poetry, with an emphasis on matching the genre to its purpose and audience. Core texts drive
thematic learning journeys, promoting a deep connection between reading and writing.

The Learning Journey

The writing process is broken down into six steps:

Immerse: Engaging students with rich reading experiences to gather ideas.

Analyze: Identifying genre features and setting success criteria.

Skills Development: Teaching grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary.

Plan: Structuring ideas and mapping them out.

Write: Producing writing through guided and independent work.

Review: Reflecting on writing through feedback and assessment.

Speaklng and listening are integral to writing development, helping students articulate thoughts and rehearse before
writing.
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Instructional Methods

Teachers use various methods including:
o Modelled Writing: Teachers demonstrate writing strategies aloud.
« Shared Writing: Students contribute ideas collaboratively.
o Supported Composition: Pair work focused on developing text.
o Guided Writing: Small groups receive targeted instruction.
« Independent Writing: Students apply learned skills through self-assessment and peer review.

Early Years and Beyond
In the early years, emergent writing is supported through creative tools and fine motor skill activities. Phonics and

spelling lessons are embedded, particularly for younger children, following the Read Write Inc. program. As students
* progress, they are encouraged to write independently for specific purposes.
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