
Phase 1 Learning Journey Autumn 2025 

3,2,1 Blast Off! 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
The children have arrived back at school to a new environment; our classrooms have been transported into an unknown world. 
We have rockets, planets, dark starry fabrics and mission control with beeps and whirrs.  In our first week the children had a 
surprise gift delivered to them.  It was a teddy sitting in a cardboard box wearing welly boots and a colander on his head!  The 
teddy had also given us a story about a bear that zooms off to the moon called ‘Whatever next’ by Jill Murphy. We decided 
that we would join him on his adventure so we boarded our own rockets and whooshed off to the moon! 
 
Our learning journey will take us from the beginning of space travel to the more modern techniques used in the International Space 
Station (ISS) - we will meet the courageous astronauts who are so well trained and learn about the challenges zero gravity brings. 
Our non-fiction focus will be on the planets and the solar system.  
 
The children have started and will continue to explore their learning independently, making new and exciting discoveries within their 
stimulating environment. Our classrooms are ideal for this type of learning and the children are accessing the independent learning 
with confidence and intrigue already.  
 
Thank you for your continued support; we look forward to welcoming you into school and sharing your child’s work with you in our meetings and Mrs Brock’s 

regular newsletters. 
 
Kind regards  
 
Phase 1 team.  
 

English  
In Year 1 we will start to develop 

children’s understanding of sentence 
structure with a particular focus on full 
stops, capital letters and finger spaces. 

We will begin to expand children’s 
writing by introducing them to question marks 

and encourage them to ask questions about the 
Moon ready for a nonfiction piece of writing.  

In Yr 2 the children will be securing their 
knowledge of sentence structure and applying 

their skills in independent writing activities, 
checking their sentences for correct punctuation 

and correct tense. We will also focus on extending 
our sentences by adding adjectives and adverbs 
when describing planets and space in general.  

 
RWI  

RWI – Phonics 
The children will continue to work in groups based 
on their phonic knowledge. Phonics lessons take 
place every day. The children learn new sounds, 

read sounds in familiar and unfamiliar words, read 
books linked to their phonic knowledge and learn 

to spell words using the sounds they know. 

Phase 1 fiction texts we are studying this term 
are: 

 
Whatever next! 
By Jill Murphy 
 

 
Man on the Moon  
      By Simon Bartram 

 
 

Molly Mc Drew’s 
Space adventure by Naomi 
Josclyn. 
 
 

We will also be using many different non-fiction 
texts to learn about the Moon, planets and space. 
 
In reading, we will be enjoying a variety of fiction 
and non-fiction texts. Children will be taking part 

in reading sessions that focus on author word 
choices and developing fluency and expression. 
There will continue to be a focus on children’s 

comprehension skills too.  
 

   Maths  
Phase one will be continuing to 

use White Rose Maths to 
develop critical thinking skills so the children will 

become fluent problem solvers. They will use 
resources to cement their knowledge before 
being introduced to more formal methods. 

Yr 1 Autumn Focus 

• Place value 

• Addition and subtraction within 10 

• Ordinal numbers 

• Numbers to 20 
Yr 2 Autumn Focus 

• Place value 

• Addition and subtraction within 
numbers to 20 

• Numbers to 40 

• 2D and 3D shape. 
Children who can achieve these targets with ease 
will be provided with extension tasks to further 
their learning. 
 
The children will also be practising their mental 
maths skills during Big Maths and learning quick 
fire responses to simple number sentences E.g 13 
+ 7= 20,  20-5=15, 4 x 2 =8, 4 x 5=20 

PE 
Phase 1 will continue to 
use REAL PE to teach 
fundamental movement 
skills. These are key to children’s 
development and will help them develop more 
confidence in all sport. These include pivoting, 
switching directions at speed, travelling in 
different ways, jumping or hopping on different 
legs. We will be implementing these skills in our 
outdoor PE sessions, starting to teach the basic 
rules of balls games, for example basketball, 
hockey and netball.  

RE 

In Phase 1 the children will be focusing on 

Christianity. They will be answering questions 

like; Was it always easy for Jesus to show 

friendship? What can we learn from religious 

traditions, and should people follow religious 

leaders and teachings? 

 

 

Music 
This term, we are extremely fortunate to 

welcome Mr Godfrey from West Sussex Music 
Service to Estcots school. He will be teaching year 
1 djembe drums and year 2 will be continuing to 

learn the recorder. 
 

The children will learn to sing in unison, play a 
musical instrument, learn the names of the notes 

and other musical terms such as pitch and 
dynamic 



History 
 

The children will be learning 
the history of space travel and 

the impact it has had on the 
lives of many. We will start with 

the first form of flight up to the 
modern day. We will then develop those ideas by 
looking at the history of space travel, when dogs 
arrived in space up to the present time with the 

arrival of Tim Peake on the ISS (international 
space station). The children will complete a 

timeline of the major events in the history of 
space travel. 

Science  
Across the phase we are focusing on investigation 

skills and implementing them into our topic. 
Yr 1 will be learning to identify materials and start 
to think about their properties. The children will 

use their knowledge to design a house for an 
astronaut with a focus on strength.   

 
In year 2 we will build our knowledge and skills to 

develop a space suit for our favourite teddy. 
Incorporating the properties of different materials 
and the benefits of using them in different ways. 

Part of the process will be to evaluate the 
absorbency, the transparency and heat properties 

of different materials. 

Computing 
 
In computing, across the Phase we will be learning 
how to use the touchpad on the laptops as well as 
how to open and use different apps. We will learn 
how to safely search for images and information 

online 
 

Everyday essential items  
• Book bag with reading book and 

diary 

• Named water bottle 

• PE kit in from the start of term 
please 

• Weather appropriate outdoor 
clothing  

Riley: Tuesday and Wednesday 
Goldsworthy: Monday and Thursday 
Kandinsky: Tuesday and Thursday 
Klee: Tuesday and Wednesday 

E4S  
(Education for safeguarding)  

In Year 2 we will be learning about ‘Growth 
Mindset’ and developing strategies to help us 
when we make a mistake or find something 

tricky. 
 

In Year 1 the children will be -  
discussing different ways to manage a range of 

feelings. 
They will be learning to understand good choices 

and consequences of their actions, c1oupled 
with how to resolve a disagreement without 

being unkind.  
 

Dates and Information  
Meet, greet, stay and share! 
Please come in to meet your child’s new class teacher. We will discuss the learning for the term and 
cover any essential information that you will need. These sessions will be held in the main hall. We will 
then bring the children to the classroom for you to share a story or look at the work they have 
completed so far. 
  

Yr 1 23rd of September 2025 at 2.30 pm 
 
Yr 2 16th of September 2025 at 2.30 pm 
 
Stunning Start  
8th September 2025 
3,2,1 Blast off to the moon with Baby Bear from ‘Whatever Next’ 
Marvellous Middle 
4th November 2025 
Wonderdome 
Fabulous Finish 
Dates to be confirmed 
Christmas with the Aliens  

Things to do at home to help your child: The most important benefit of helping your child is that it shows how much you value education.  

• Learning at home should be fun. 

• Make it short and where you can, turn it into a game.  

• Ensure that they have read daily and have recorded their reading in their reading diary 

• Read to your child and ask questions or talk about the books you are reading.   
 
Suggestions for all Phase 1 pupils  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvq9bdm Please encourage your child to focus on the phase 3 sounds 
Practise the common exception words: - they, of, says, are, were, was, your, your, here, there, where, come, some, put, pull, house, our. 
Play some of the following games to encourage children to practise recognising them:-  

• Bingo- make a bingo board game using the words that your child is learning to read.  

• Hopscotch- read words as they hop.  

• Memory pairs- make 2 sets of word cards, place them face down.  

• Take turns to pick two cards and read the words. Sensory tray- using salt, sugar, sand write the words in the tray.  

• Encourage your child to practise reading 'numbers as words' to 20 at home.  

• Recognise different shapes within their environment at home and when walking out and about.  
Additional suggestions for year 2 pupils 

• Practise counting in 2s, 3s, 5s, 10s https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt in school, who made them laugh, what interesting fact did they learn today?  

• Read books based on our topic theme 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvq9bdm
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

