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Estcots Homework Policy 
 

This policy has been reviewed and updated to reflect changing expectations around homework. We 
know many children engage in a wide range of extra-curricular activities, and that many families have 
challenging working patterns. Our approach to homework prioritises reading as the key to the wider 
curriculum. We also want to promote a healthy balance between ‘real-life’ challenges and screen time, 
so spoken language tasks and opportunities for children to engage in games and real-life investigations 
will be provided alongside online practise core skills such as times tables for example.   
 
At every stage during primary, reading to -and with- others is essential and a real investment in 
learning. Please prioritise daily reading with and to your child. Book talk, as children become more 
independent readers, is also vital in developing critical thinking skills as well as comprehension skills.  
  

We see the purpose of homework as being to: 
• Promote an effective partnership between school and parents,  
• Promote and prioritise reading as the key to the wider curriculum 
• Provide opportunities for parents and children to spend time together and to enjoy learning 

experiences, 
• Utilise resources for learning available at home- and in the real world,  
• Consolidate and extend core skills and understanding, particularly in Literacy and Numeracy, 
• Promote a healthy balance between screen time and practical, interpersonal experiences, 
• Develop confidence, independence and the self-discipline needed for personal study.  

  
From the Early Years, simple games and reading with parents provide valuable opportunities for the 
reinforcement of key skills in a supportive environment.  As children get older we will encourage them to 
develop the habit of regularly devoting short periods of time to reading and personal study.  All children 
are encouraged to read daily and to practise core skills that will support them in meeting milestones. 
  

This homework policy is designed: 
• to ensure consistency of approach throughout the school, 
• to ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility, 
• to ensure parents/carers have a clear understanding about expectations for learning at home, 
• to extend and support learning, 
• to provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work in partnership and enjoy learning experiences. 

  
The emphasis of homework in all year groups is on the development of reading skills. Reading is the 
gateway to the whole curriculum so we will continue to promote and celebrate reading from Early Years 
through to Year 6.  Thematic homework challenges such as design projects or class presentations may 
also be given as children move up the school.  
 
 

Year Group 

Example Activities 
 

Timings are for guidance. These should be adjusted to suit family commitments and 
individual needs.  

Early Years 
 

Reading daily- both being read to and child reading with / to parents  
Finger gym activities  
Early phonics reinforcement work E.g. RWInc videos 
Creative tasks 
Early Years Newsletters fortnightly provide guidance to enhance and extend current 
learning 
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Years 1 and 2 

Reading daily- with / to parents 
Oracy challenges 
Number facts/maths games 
Key spellings 
Topic research as appropriate 

Years 3 and 4  
 

Approximately 20 minutes 
daily or equivalent 

Reading daily with/to parents and/or independent reading 
Vocabulary extension/oracy challenges 
Key Spellings  
TT RockStars / real-life maths games  
Topic research as appropriate 

Year 5 
 

 Approximately 20-25 
minutes daily, or 

equivalent 
 

Reading daily  
Oracy challenges 
Maths linked to classroom learning, TT Rock Stars, MyMaths 
Spellings or key vocabulary  

Year 6  
Approximately 30 minutes 

daily, or equivalent 

As children move into Y6, they are given regular, more structured homework to ensure 
they develop a higher level of independence, and in preparation for both end of Year 6 
Tests and for their transition to Secondary School. 
Reading / comprehension skills 
MyMaths and/or targeted maths linked to current learning 
Spelling, punctuation and Grammar 

  

How staff at Estcots support this policy: 
 

• By setting a range of homework tasks and activities that provide opportunities for consolidating and 
extending learning through talk, play and game-based learning, 

• By ensuring that the children have a clear understanding of the tasks involved, 
• By communicating with parents and keeping them informed of children’s progress, projects and topics 

studied in class and children’s individual tasks. 
 

Adaptation of Homework 
 
Adaptations to homework may be made to reflect a child's developmental stage rather than their 
chronological age following discussions with the Class Teacher, SENCO and Parents.  
  

How parents /carers can help to support their children: 
• Where possible, provide a suitable place to read, work or play , 
• Where possible, provide somewhere for children to work without distractions -including digital devices 

or technology, 
• Provide encouragement and support to children when they require it, 
• Support the school in explaining and valuing homework, 
• Encourage pupils and praise them when homework is attempted ( effort should be recognised even if 

homework is not always completed), 
• Be actively involved in homework (particularly with younger children), 
• Share with school any issues arising from homework, for example by a comment in a reading record 
• There are lots of screens around us so for some tasks we will encourage parents to try and create a 

space away from technology in which children can develop their thinking skills 
• Where homework does involve internet access, please supervise your child and ensure appropriate 

parental controls are in place. 
 

Children are expected to: 



4 
Estcots Homework Policy – September 2025 

• Try to tackle homework tasks promptly and with a positive attitude 
• Take pride in their presentation and content, acknowledging the high personal standard expected 
• Be organised to return completed tasks on the agreed dates. 

 

Feedback for pupils/parents or carers and teachers may be given through: 
• Verbal response from parents or carers and teachers 
• Class discussion 
• Tests or quizzes  
• Pupil/peer evaluation 
• Presentation of work in class and/or school assembly 

 
 
If you have any questions or concerns relating to homework, please contact your child’s class teacher. 
  
 

Monitoring and Evaluation  
 
In order to ensure that the policy directly contributes to the quality of teaching and learning the provision 
of homework will be regularly monitored. A sample of homework and planned activities will be reviewed 
annually as part of the school’s self-evaluation process. Parents will also be given opportunities to 
share their views with teachers at parent consultations and other occasions as appropriate. 
 
 


