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Dear Parents/ Guardians, Wellingtons
All children should now have a named pair of wellington boots at school. The children a

continuously have access to our garden area, which has a mud kitchen. The children will Sg®
independently change into their wellingtons before they take part in muddy or wet outdoor
learning. If you have not yet provided a pair of named wellingtons to keep in school, please do so
as soon as possible.

Welcome to Estcots. We are
pleased to have you and your
child join us this year in Early
Years.

The children have settled in

well over the past two weeks PE Kits

and have been making new The children will be expected to change for PE sessions each week. We therefore ask you to
friends and establishing provide a named kit for your child. This must include: a named Estcots white PE T-shirt; green
relationships with staff. shorts; green, grey or black joggers; white socks and a pair of plimsolls or black trainers with

velcro. All of which must be kept in a named Estcots PE bag. These are available to purchase at the

Every two weeks you will . . .
school office. All PE kits should now be in school.

receive a newsletter sharing
learning that the children
have taken part in. We will
also use this as a form of

Early Years children will take part in PE every week. Matisse will have PE
on a Monday afternoon and Warhol on a Wednesday afternoon.

communication to remind Curriculum and Phonics Meeting

you of key events. We will be holding a meeting for all EYFS parents on Wednesday 1% October at 2.15pm. This will
MACMILLAN be an opportunity to talk to you about our topic for the term, behavioural and learning
CANCER SUPPORT

expectations as well as general housekeeping before sharing the strategies we use to teach
phonics at Estcots. If you are unable to make this meeting, we will try to upload the powerpoints
to our website.

Friday 19t September

An opportunity for parents to
buy and have cake with their
child in the school hall. Come
and collect your child from
their classroom between

All about me scrap books

It has been lovely sharing your child’s scrap books they made in the holiday. It has been a fantastic
8.45-10.30 and take them for way to get to know the child're'n and they have been ket.an to share them witch'each other, too. If

a treat whilst raising money you have not yet brought this into school, please do so in the next week as it is such a great

for a good cause. Details have opportunity for children to use as a tool to talk about their life, family and things that are special
been parentmailed. to them.

Reading and Phonics
In Early Years the children will learn new phonemes each week. Further details about the scheme we use will be discussed in
the curriculum meeting on 1 October.

In the coming weeks, your child will receive their first picture story book as well as a reading scheme book to share with you at
home. The purpose of the reading scheme book is to generate discussion (comprehension), talk about the story events, name
the characters and predict what might happen next. Reading through pictures and understanding character’s feelings is an
important part of early reading.

We would like you to read the story picture book to your child and encourage them to answer questions about what they
have listened to. This could include: How was that character feeling? Why did they feel like that? Have you felt like that
before? What happened in the beginning, middle and end?

We ask that you read these books with your child three times over the week and write a brief comment or just initial to
acknowledge that your child has read with you at home. We ask you to date and record a short comment in your child’s
reading diary each week. You will see the layout in the diary, each week is a double page. The left side is for school comments
and the right is for parent comments. Please write the title of the book and date each time.

Topic:
Over the last two weeks we have been:
e establishing routines as well as learning where our belongings go
e  building relationships with adults and children
e getting to know our new school environment (going to the lunch hall)
e |earning to take turns and play with new toys
e exploring our indoor and outdoor learning environment
e learning how to use new play equipment at playtimes
e learning to listen to others
e sharing information about ourselves e.g. how old we are, our likes and dislikes
e learning to socialise at mealtimes.

Our topic this term is ‘Ding Dong, Here come the Children’. This topic is where we learn about ourselves, and each other as well
as our community.




