Dear Parents,

The children are now
immersed in their new
topic Ding, Dong, Here
Come the Children!

We have had a busy couple
of weeks in Early Years with
tours of the school, letters
from our Head teacher as
well as exploring the mud
kitchen in our wellingtons!

Reminders

Please can we remind you to name ALL of your children belongs. This is not just helpful for staff, but so
important to help teach children to be responsible for their own belongings as they can identify their name.
Photo consent

If you have not yet completed the photo consent on the My Child App, please do so as soon as possible.
Without this consent we cannot use photos of your child in our newsletters.

Parentmail

We hope you are receiving our school letters. These are sent to you via Parentmail.

Bookbag

Please make sure you check your child’s book bag daily and ensure you keep your child’s books and reading
diary in there after you have read at home. Remember to try and read three times a week. Please do not
encourage your child to keep their water bottle in their book bag as it will leak and damage books, thank
you.

House Teams

Your child will have now received a letter allocating them a house team. Further details will be on the letter.
Christmas Cards

All children have now brought home their Christmas card design, please read the letter that was with the
design to help you place an order.

Volunteers
We are looking for volunteers to help walk the children to church for Harvest Festival on Monday 13t
October, leaving school at 9:30 at the latest.

As part of our Ding, Dong, Here Come the Children topic we will also be walking to East Grinstead Town to
visit St Swithuns Church and the East Grinstead Library to deliver letters (the children are not aware of this
yet!) Please speak to a member of EYFS staff if you are able help us on Wednesday 22" October weather
permitting!

Reading and Phonics

Read\Write}inc:

Phonics

We use the Ruth Miskin RWI Phonics Scheme, which teaches the children ‘pure’
sounds. This means there is no ‘er’ at the end of each sound, e.g. ‘s’ is ‘sssssss’
not ‘ser’. Please visit this link for more information on how we articulate each

phoneme:- https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/JwgAvApY/TJmolhoD

The children have enjoyed learning new phonemes each day.
So far, we have learnt m, a, s, d, t,i,n, p, g 0,¢,k, u, b, f, el h,rjandv.

“"Reading aloud with
children is known to be
the single most
important activity for
building the knowledge

It is important the children use the sounds correctly to give them the best
possible chance of becoming an early reader. If they sound out the word m-a-t
with pure sounds ‘mmmmme-aaaa-t’ they will blend these together quickly to read
‘mat’. If they sound out with ‘mer’-‘a
sounds correctly and read the word incorrectly.

We have shared all of the information provided in our phonics meeting held on Wednesday 15t October. You will find helpful guidance in
your child’s phonic pack that will be sent out in the coming week. Please use these at home and then keep it safe in your child’s book bag as
we will begin to add words to these packs when the children are ready to practise blending the sounds together to read short words. If you
have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak with us.

Useful videos for parents can be found at https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/

What is phonics?
Understanding phonics

10 things to think about when you read with your child

Useful teaching videos to share with your child:
These will be available to use until 12th January 2026
m http://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/cjuw4Q28/0BgoS43h

and skills they will
eventually require for
learning to read.”

- Marilyn Jager Adams

?

ter’ they will take longer to blend these

Share a moment of love with a child.
IdealsBooks.com

a http://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/VhEvN6bs/znPm6nuh

s http://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/kDQtd6vG/0fsBMt6t

d http://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/5dvU1h0d/dbl7CvK8

t http://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/st2dJY3R/tmmSLIT)
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Maths:
Over the last two weeks we have been:
e learning the meaning of matching
e  playing matching games
matching values with numerals
matching patterns
e  sorting in different ways
e learning that numbers are all around us!

Next week we will be:
e Identifying a set
e  Sorting objects by type

Topic:
Over the last two weeks we have been:
e meeting new faces around the school
e learning about our school environment
e learning to take turns
e learning to move around the school in a quiet line
e |earning to keep our things safely on our pegs and not on the floor!
e reading the Invisible String and thinking about those who are special to us.

Next Week
We will be:

e  practising our cutting skills — holding scissors correctly. We would be very
grateful for any thin cardboard tubes that the children can practise cutting to
make hair for different characters.

e learningv, w, x, y and z. We will be learning to make words with the phonemes
we have already learnt too.

Home Task:
Every two weeks we will provide you with 2 home tasks. These are optional and entirely your choice if you would like to try these at home
with your child.

Finger gym focus
This task will encourage your child to take part in a fine motor activity, which will help strengthen their finger and hand muscles. This then

helps them develop a good strong grasp and pressure when writing.

Can you practise threading?

This could be threading pasta on a shoelace or
string. You could also try

using uncooked spaghetti 4
and thread cheerios or pasta. . Threading

Topic task
Could you create a self-portrait

using a collage technique? Can
you glue and layer paper or
materials to make a picture of
yourself? Bring in your creations
to share and display in class!

Maths — books to help support the learning of matching:
Match, sort and compare

A Pair of Socks by Stuart J. Murphy

Seaweed Soup by Stuart J. Murphy

The Button Box by Margarette S. Reid

Beep Beep, Vroom Vroom! by Stuart J. Murphy
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Exploring the mud kitchen — Using the pegs and boards to
learning about capacity, copy patterns as well as
making potions....the list is create our own.

Building relationships and
enjoyment for books. Sharing

stories.

endless!

Learning to care for others Exploring the construction

and washing the babies. zone to create our own
models!

Learning with water! What
will float and sink?

What am | finding tricky?
Let’s Practise at home.

Creating our own When | walk to the lunch hall - Walking up and down the
puppet shows in our stairs using alternate feet. Please help me to practise this at
home! | need to move on from placing 1 foot on the step
then adding my other foot next to it. Help me to place only
one foot on each step. We use the phrase ‘one foot, one

step’.

Getting changed for PE: Undressing and dressing. Please
help me to practise taking my top on and off daily for a
week, then trousers/skirt/dress, tights and socks.




