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1. Aims 

This policy aims to ensure that: 

Suitable education is arranged for pupils on roll who cannot attend school 
due to health needs be those physical or mental and including Emotional 
Based School Avoidance.  

• Pupils, staff and parents understand what the school is responsible for when this education is 
being provided by the local authority 

2. Legislation and guidance 

This policy reflects the requirements of the Education Act 1996. 

It is also based on guidance provided by our local authority; 

 

Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions--3 
Mental health and behaviour in schools 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-and-behaviour-in-schools--2 
Ensuring a good education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-for-children-with-health-needs-who-cannot-
attend-school 
Summary of responsibilities where a mental health issue is affecting attendance 
Summary of responsibilities where a mental health issue is affecting attendance 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 
Support for pupils where a mental health issue is affecting attendance (effective practice examples) 
Support for pupils where a mental health issue is affecting attendance: effective practice examples 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 
Providing remote education (Non statutory) 
Providing remote education: non-statutory guidance for schools (publishing.service.gov.uk) 
Emotional based school avoidance (EBSA) (West Sussex) 
Emotionally Based School Avoidance | West Sussex Services for Schools 
 

3. Responsibilities of the school 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions--3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-and-behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-for-children-with-health-needs-who-cannot-attend-school
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-for-children-with-health-needs-who-cannot-attend-school
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1136965/Summary_of_responsibilities_where_a_mental_health_issue_is_affecting_attendance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1136965/Summary_of_responsibilities_where_a_mental_health_issue_is_affecting_attendance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1134196/Support_for_pupils_where_a_mental_health_issue_is_affecting_attendance_effective_practice_examples.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1134196/Support_for_pupils_where_a_mental_health_issue_is_affecting_attendance_effective_practice_examples.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1136309/Providing_remote_education_non-statutory_guidance_for_schools.pdf
https://schools.westsussex.gov.uk/Page/10483
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Children may experience ill health at some point during their time at school and others may have an 
ongoing medical condition that potentially impairs their ability to access full time education within a 
school setting. In most cases, Estcots Primary School will be able to support pupils in such 
circumstances effectively. We will have regard to the Department for Education Statutory guidance 
“Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions”, and will make reasonable adjustments to support 
pupils to continue to access education. 

3.1 If the school makes arrangements 

Initially, the school will attempt to make arrangements to deliver suitable education for children with 
health needs who cannot attend school including the use of remote learning and ICT.  Class teachers, 
with the support of the SENDCo and senior leaders, will: - 

• Send work home, supporting the child’s academic needs and providing emotional support; 

• Plan a focused reintegration timetable, following the guidance of health professionals and any 
other relevant professionals working with the child; 

• Maintain regular contact with parents/carers 

3.2 If the local authority makes arrangements 

There may be occasions, where, despite our best endeavours, we are unable to meet the educational 
and/or emotional needs of a pupil with a medical or mental health need. Additional statutory guidance 
“Ensuring a good education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs” outlines 
how, in more exceptional cases, support must be made available via the Local Authority, in order to 
minimise disruption to a child’s education, where their needs cannot be met by the school. In such 
situations, West Sussex County Council will become responsible for arranging suitable education for 
the pupil. 

Please see Appendix 1 for the West Sussex Policy Statement 

 

In cases where the local authority makes arrangements, the school will: 

 Work constructively with the local authority, providers, relevant agencies and parents to ensure the 
best outcomes for the pupil 

 Share information with the local authority and relevant health services as required 

 Help make sure that the provision offered to the pupil is as effective as possible and that the child 
can be reintegrated back into school successfully 

 When reintegration is anticipated, work with the local authority to: 

• Plan for consistent provision during and after the period of education outside the school, 
allowing the pupil to access the same curriculum and materials that they would have used in 
school as far as possible 

• Enable the pupil to stay in touch with school life (e.g. through newsletters, emails, invitations 
to school events or internet links to lessons from their school) 

• Create individually tailored reintegration plans for each child returning to school 

• Consider whether any reasonable adjustments need to be made 
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 Continue to provide emotional and social support to the pupil and their family as appropriate, in 
consultation with all relevant agencies, including Fair Access; Blended Learning Team; Intensive 
Planning Team. 

 

 

4. Monitoring arrangements 

The impact of the policy will be monitored by staff and governors via case studies and consultation with 
parents/carers.  It will be reviewed annually by the SENDCo and updated as and when appropriate.  At 
every review, it will be approved by the Governing Body Curriculum Committee.  

5. Links to other policies 

This policy links to the following policies: 

 Accessibility plan 

 Supporting pupils with medical conditions 

It will be taken into account in the drawing up of other policies such as Teaching and Learning and 
Curriculum.   
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Education for children who cannot attend school because of health needs 

Policy Statement September 2022 

 

Scope 

Children may experience ill health at some point during their 

time at school and others may have an ongoing medical 

condition that potentially impairs their ability to access full time  

education within a school setting. In the majority of cases,  

schools are able to support pupils in such circumstances  

effectively.  Schools must have regard to the Department for  

Education Statutory guidance “Supporting pupils at school 

with  

medical conditions”, and are expected to make reasonable  

adjustments to support pupils to continue to access education. 

There may be occasions, where, despite best endeavours, 

schools are unable to meet the educational needs of a pupil 

with a medical need.  Additional statutory guidance “Ensuring a good 
education for children who cannot attend school because  
of health needs” outlines how, in more exceptional cases,  
support must be made available via the Local Authority, in  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/803956/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/803956/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/803956/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/941900/health_needs_guidance_accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/941900/health_needs_guidance_accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/941900/health_needs_guidance_accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/941900/health_needs_guidance_accessible.pdf
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order to minimise disruption to a child’s education, where their needs 
cannot be met by the school. 

This guidance applies to pupils: 
 

•  who are of statutory school age and 

•  who are permanently resident in West Sussex including children 

who attend schools outside the county) and 

•  who are not in school for 15 days or more, whether 

consecutive or cumulative due to ill health and 

•  where the health need and necessity for absence has been validated 

as necessary by a medical consultant and 

•  will not receive a suitable full-time education unless the local 

authority makes arrangements for this 

 
The Role of the Local Authority 

West Sussex County Council commission medical provision Via the 

West Sussex Alternative Provision College.  Referrals are made via 

the pupils on-roll school and managed by The Fair Access Team. 

Referrals must be supported by appropriate  

medical evidence 

On the rare occasion that a child does not have an on-roll school, 

relevant parties are able to make direct contact with the Fair Access 

Team for support and guidance: 

fairaccess@westsussex.gov.uk 

 

 

It is evidenced that in the vast majority of cases, access to full  

time education within a mainstream setting is vital to ensuring  

children are able to thrive and reach their full potential.  The  

aim of medical provision, therefore, is short term intervention  

to support the pupil towards reintegration back into a  

mainstream education when they are well enough.  This is done at the 

earliest opportunity, working closely with the pupil, schools, parents/carers 

and other relevant professionals. 

Named Officer 

https://www.apcollege.co.uk/?page_id=332
mailto:fairaccess@westsussex.gov.uk
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The Named Officer for West Sussex County Council is Helen Johns 

 


