
     Phase 1 Learning Journey Spring 2022 -  Pole to Pole 

 
 

Dear Parents and carers 
 
The children have arrived back at school in a completely different environment; our classrooms have been 
transported from outer space to the Earth’s Icy Worlds. We have icebergs, snowflakes, Antarctic sounds, and 
sights.  In our first week the children found an egg and have been excited to make predictions on what kind 

of creature will hatch from within.  
 
Our learning journey will take us from the freezing Antarctic to the top of the North Pole; we will meet the amazing animals who 
are so well adapted to their frozen world and the challenges it brings. Our non-fiction focus will be on those animals 
and learning how they exist in and out of the polar seas.  
 
The children have and will continue to explore their learning independently and make new and exciting discoveries. 
The trip to London Zoo will inspire them to create amazing outcomes and present their work with enthusiasm. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to welcoming you into school and sharing 
their work with you in our stay and share sessions. 
 
Kind regards  
 
Phase 1 team.  

 
 

English  
In writing, we will be developing 
the children’s understanding of 
sentence structure. Changing 

statements into questions and 
finding the answers in non-fiction texts. 

We will be looking closely at the way 
penguins live and creating fact 

files/books on penguins and (for year 2) 
their habitats.  

In reading, we will be looking at non-
fiction texts, reading and learning facts 

and using these to inform our writing. In 
the second half of term, we will focus 
on fiction and enjoy stories within the 
The Great Explorer (Year 1) and Immi 

(Year 2).   

Maths  

Phase one will continue 
to use White Rose Maths 

to develop the creative and critical 
thinking skills the children need to 

become a confident problem solver. 
The children will use resources to 

cement their knowledge before being 
introduced to more formal methods.  

Yr 1 Focus 

• Addition and subtraction within 
20 

• Place value within 50 

• Length and Height 

• Mass and Volume 

Yr 2 Spring Focus 

• Handling data using pictorial 
representations 

• Numbers to 40 

• Multiplication as repeated 
addition  

In Year 1 the fiction texts we are 
studying this term are: 
 
Be Brave Little Penguin by Giles 
Andreae 
Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers 
The Great Explorer by Chris Judge 
 
We will also be using non-fiction texts. 
Looking at Arctic and Antarctic animals 
and life within them.  

       
 
 
 
 

PE 
Phase 1 will 

continue to use 
REAL PE to teach 
fundamental movement skills. These 

are key to children’s development and 
will help them develop more confidence 

in all sport. These include pivoting, 
switching directions at speed, travelling 
in different ways, jumping or hopping 

on different legs.    
 

We will be implementing these skills in 
our outdoor PE sessions, starting to 

teach the basic rules of balls games, for 
example basketball, hockey and netball.  

RE 
In Year 1 the children will be 
focussing on Christianity, they will be 
answering questions like; Was it 
always easy for Jesus to show 
friendship? What can we learn from 
religious traditions, and Should 
people follow religious leaders and 
teachings?  

Music 
This term we will continue to be 

supported by Mr Godfrey in our music 
lessons. Year 1 will be learning how to 

play a glockenspiel and Year 2 the 
????????????????? 

 
The children will be: 

• Singing in unison and in parts 

• Learning how to keep the pulse 
and clap back rhythms.  

• Listening to a variety of music 
then giving their opinions. 

• Playing instruments.  

• Composing their own music. 



In Year 2 the children will be 
focussing on Judaism, we will be 
researching the answers to the 
following questions: What makes the 
relationship between Jewish people 
and God special? Who do I believe I 
am? Does it feel special to belong?  

 

Geography 
In year 1 children will be 
learning the countries of 
the United Kingdom and 
their capital cities. They 

will be naming the surrounding seas 
and learning about the local area. We 

will then compare where we live to life 
in Antarctica.  

 
 

In year 2 the children will be learning 
geographical locations based on the 
habitats of the penguin. We will be 

locating penguins around the world and 
learning about the different countries 

as we go.  
 

In year 2 the fiction texts we 
are studying this term:             
Solo by Paul Geraghty 

 
 

Immi by Karin Littlewood   
 

We will also be using non-fiction 
texts. Looking at Antarctic and Arctic 
(second half term) animals and life 
within them.  
 

Dates and Information  
Stunning Start 
London Zoo Trip  
Monday 26th January 
 
Stay and Share 
10th February 2.30 pm – Yr 1 and 2 
Classrooms. 
 
Marvellous Middle – TBC 
 
Stay and Read 
10th March 2.30pm - Yr 1 and 2 
Classrooms 
 
Fantastic Finish  
Polar Market  
25th March 2026 2.30pm. Top 
Playground  
 

E4S 
 

 
 

 
 

In Year 1 and 2 we will be looking at 
how we keep safe in school and at 

home. We will think about how we feel 
when we are safe and unsafe. We will 

look at what it means to ‘respect 
someone's privacy’ and when we might 

need to break someone's privacy.  

Science  
 

Across the phase we are focussing on 
investigation skills and implementing 

them into our topic. 
We are using Arctic and Antarctic 

animals to think about classification and 
adaptation in animals including 

humans.  What comes out of an egg has 
created lots of discussion amongst the 

children in our first week! 

Computing 

  
In Year 1, we will start to learn about 
programming. The children will be 
learning how to code a small robot.  
 
In Year 2, we are learning about 
algorithms, and we will use the program 
‘Turtle Academy’ to create test and 
debug algorithms. We will also look at 
how to be kind and respectful to people 
online and what to do if someone is 
unkind.  

Things to do at home to help your child: The most important benefit of helping your child is that it shows how much you 
value education.  

• Learning at home should be fun. 

• Make it short and where you can, turn it into a game.  

• Ensure that they have read and have recorded their reading in their green reading diary  

• Read to your child and ask questions or talk about the books you are reading.  
 
Suggestions for year 1 pupils  
Use the links in the fortnightly newsletter to revise set 2 and 3 sounds with your child. 
Hear your child read and read to them as often as possible.  
Visit the local library. 
Have a go at the MyMaths activities. 
 
Suggestions for year 2 pupils 

• Practise the common exception words in the children’s green diaries – you could write a silly sentence! 

• Practise counting in 2s, 3s, 5s, 10s https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt in school, who made them laugh, what interesting fact did they learn 
today?  

 

 
 
 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Skills Spring 1 2026 Yr1 & 2 (Yr2 only) 
English  
Writing – transcription 

• segmenting spoken words into phonemes and 
representing these by graphemes, spelling many 
correctly  

• learning to spell common exception words  

• add suffixes to spell longer words including –ment, –
ness, –ful, –less, –ly 

• learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which 
one or more spellings are already known, and learn 
some words with each spelling, including a few 
common homophones 

• learning to spell more words with contracted forms 

• learning the possessive apostrophe (singular) [for 
example, the girl’s book] 

• distinguishing between homophones and near-
homophones 

• using commas in lists 
Speaking and Listening: 

• performing poetry 
Writing – composition: 

• develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for 
writing by: 

• writing about real events 

• writing poetry 

• writing for different purposes  

• writing narratives about personal experiences and 
those of others (real and fictional) 

• consider what they are going to write before 
beginning by: 

• planning or saying out loud what they are going to 
write about 

• writing down ideas and/or key words, including new 
vocabulary 

• encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by 
sentence: -use spacing between words that reflects 
the size of the letters. 

• planning or saying out loud what they are going to 
write about 

• writing down ideas and/or key words, including new 
vocabulary 

• encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by 
sentence 
 

English – handwriting: 

• form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to 
one another 

• when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

• write capital letters and digits of the correct size, 
orientation and relationship to one another and to 
lower case letters 

 
Reading – Comprehension: 

• understand both the books they can already read 
accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 

• drawing on what they already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

• checking that the text makes sense to them as they 
read and correcting inaccurate reading 

• discussing the significance of the title and events 

Maths 
Year 1  
Number 

• read, write and interpret mathematical statements 
involving addition (+), subtraction (–) and equals (=) 
signs 

• represent and use number bonds and related 

subtraction facts within 10 

• add and subtract one-digit to 10, including zero 

Shape and space 

• recognise and name common 2-D and 3-D shapes, 

including: 

o 2-D shapes [for example, rectangles 

(including squares), circles and triangles] 

o 3-D shapes [for example, cuboids (including 

cubes), pyramids and spheres]. 

Number 

• read, write and interpret mathematical statements 
involving addition (+), subtraction (–) and equals (=) 
signs 

• represent and use number bonds and related 
subtraction facts within 20 

• add and subtract one-digit and two digits to 20, 
including zero 

Yr 2 

Representing and Handling Data  

• collect and sort data for presentation 

• arrange and present data in a table of a pictogram 

• read and interpret data given in a table 

• compare two or more sets of data in a picture graph 
Measurement 

• compare, describe and solve practical problems for: 

• lengths and heights [for example, long/short, 
longer/shorter, tall/short, double/half] 

• mass/weight [for example, heavy/light, heavier than, 
lighter than] 

• measure and begin to record the following: 

• lengths and heights 

• mass/weight 
Number 

• Reading and writing numbers to 40 

• Ordering numbers to 40 

• Adding and subtracting numbers within 40 

• Repeated addition of the same number (multiplication)  
 
 
 
 
 
 



• making inferences on the basis of what is being said 
and done 

• predicting what might happen on the basis of what 
has been read so far 

• participate in discussion about what is read to them, 
taking turns and listening to what others say 

• explain clearly their understanding of what is read to 
them. 

 
 
 

PE 
Pupils should develop fundamental movement skills, become 
increasingly competent and confident and access a broad 
range of opportunities to extend their agility, balance and 
coordination, individually and with others. They should be able 
to engage in competitive (both against self and against others) 
and co-operative physical activities, in a range of increasingly 
challenging situations. Pupils should be taught to:  

• master basic movements including running, jumping, 
throwing and catching, as well as developing 
balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply 
these in a range of activities  

• participate in team games, developing simple tactics 
for attacking and defending 

• perform dances using simple movement patterns 

E4S 
 
Year 2  
To describe the things they do in school or at home to keep 
themselves and others safe.   
Identify ways to express feeling safe or unsafe.   
Understand what it means to ‘be safe on the outside’ and ‘feel 
safe on the inside’.   
Recognise that choices have consequences and that these 
may be good or not so good.    
Identify why and when some things need to be kept private 
and why, including passwords   
Recognise the feelings of being unsure or hurt about 
something that has been shared when it was private. 

Science 
Animals, including humans 

• identify and name a variety of common animals 
including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals 

• identify and name a variety of common animals that 
are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

• describe and compare the structure of a variety of 
common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals including pets) 

 

RE  

• To understand that Christians and Jews all believe 
there is one God who created the world and cares for 
all people 

• To consider why the world is a place of wonder.  

• To evaluate how people have spoiled the natural 
world.                                                                                

• To learn that many religious and non – religious 
people show concern about waste, greed and 
environmental issues.  

• To understand that the truths in Jesus’ parables have 
an impact on a Christian’s life                                  

Music  
With support the children will be; 

• Singing in unison and in parts 

• Learning how to keep the pulse and clap back 
rhythms.  

• Listening to a variety of music then giving their 
opinions. 

•  Playing percussion instruments.  

• Composing their own music. 

Geography 
 Locational knowledge 

• name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 
ocean   

Human and physical geography 

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its countries, as well as other 
countries, continents and oceans  

• use simple compass directions (north, south, east 
and west) and locational and directional language [for 
example, near and far, left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map 

  

Computing 
 
Year 2 
To explain why it is important to be considerate, kind and 
respectful to people online.   
To describe how to behave online in ways that do not upset 
others. 
To give, follow and complete an algorithm.   
To use recognised language in an algorithm.   
To create, test and debug an algorithm.  

 

 
 


