Through the Wardrobe: Magical Worlds

Year 3 Curriculum Letter Spring 2026

The children have settled back in to class wonderfully and after a very
successful immersion day, they are bubbling with energy for this term’s
topic, ‘Through the Wardrobe’. The topic is based on the C.S. Lewis
classic novel, ‘The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe’. We planned the
launch of this immersive topic with lessons being designed and school
environments created to excite and inspire the children in their learning —
We even ordered some real snow, which fell right on cue.

This term’s topic will literally take the children through the wardrobe and
into the world of Narnia via our role-play activities and immersive
environments. We hope these hands-on experiences will inspire their
writing as they create magical settings and characters of their own.

Our term finishes with a trip to the spectacular West End production of My Neighbour Totoro.
Pupils will be comparing the story with The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, identifying the similar themes and plot elements and

writing their own theatre reviews.

English

Our core texts are ‘The Lion, The Witch and
The Wardrobe’ and a variety of non-fiction
texts about polar bears.

Reading — children will be learning to:

- Infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and
motives from their actions.

- Identify and summarise main ideas/themes
in a text (more than one paragraph).

- Discuss words and phrases that writers use
to engage and impact on the reader.

- Compare and contrast versions of a

story or screen adaptations.

-Recognising inverted commas and
possessive apostrophes in a text.

-Using the author’s description to create
images.

Writing — children will be learning to:
-Use speech, write setting descriptions,
recounts, and non-chronological reports.

- Increase the legibility, consistency and
quality of handwriting.

- Place the possessive apostrophe accurately
in words with regular plurals and irregular
plurals.

- Use the full range of punctuation for speech.

- Identify and use pronouns and fronted
adverbials.

- Draft and write by composing and
rehearsing sentences orally.

- Proof-read to check for errors in spelling
and punctuation.

- Suggest improvements to their own writing
and that of others.

- Extend the range of sentences with more
than one clause by using a wider range of
conjunctions.

- To use contractions within our writing.

Science

In the first half of the term children will
learn scientific aspects of light. They will:
* Identify light sources.

* Understand that we need light to see.

» Know that light travels in a straight line.
« Identify reflective surfaces.

» Know that the sun can damage their
eyes.

* Understand that a shadow is formed
when a solid object blocks light.

In the second half of the term, children
will be learning about forces and
magnets. Children will recognise the
difference forces make in our everyday
lives and will learn that magnets have two
poles that attract and repel.

Maths
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In Maths children will be covering the
following topics:

Multiplication and division
Length and perimeter
Fractions

Mass and Capacity

Children regularly practise their times
table and we ask they continue to do this at
home, using their ‘Going for Gold’ cards.

Geography
The
children’s
geographical
skills will be
further
developed this term through
world map work including:

e Location of the UK and the British Isles
and how they differ.

e Location and details of counties, seas
and rivers.

We will also be:

o Taking a closer look at London and how
it has changed over the years.

o Exploring immigration and how it
effects the UK population.
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Children will be learning
about Christianity and
the miracles of Jesus.

whether Jesus was able
to carry out miracles and
consider the meaning behind some of the
Christian beliefs.

Music

We continue to use
Charanga to develop
the children’s
musical knowledge
and understanding.
We will be listening to a variety of music
from across the genres and encouraging
the children to share opinions about their
own likes and dislikes.

We will practise making our own music
using a variety of instruments, including
our own Voices.
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Art Computing:

As Artists, children
will be: Pupils will be using their coding skills to
create their very own Narnia game,
helping Lucy through the White Witch’s
maze. They will:

e Design and code a simple maze

e  Using mixed
media to
produce images

of polar bears 3 game.
under the e Design and draw their own
Northern Lights. characters.
Program their characters to move.
e  Exploring software packages to e Use ‘If/Then’ commands.
manipulate images of Mr Tumnus inthe | o |dentify coding issues and debug
style of the Pop Art movement. their lines of code.

e  Test and refine their game.

Support from Home:

Reading:

You can support your child at home by listening to them read at least 3 times a week. Ask your child
about the book they are reading and the characters and settings. Try to find out a little more about the
author and other books they have written. If you are not a member of East Grinstead Library, join up
and visit regularly — the librarians are excellent at recommending good reads and you can order
almost any book there to be reserved.

Times Tables:

Daily Times Tables recall, songs and quizzes can help your child learn their Tables so that by the end of Year 3 they
know 10s, 5s, 2s, 3s, 4s and 8s off by heart and in any order (Their Going for Gold ‘Silver’ awards). They should
also have a working knowledge of the other Tables in order (Their Going for Gold ‘Bronze’ awards.)

Visit the BBC’s SuperMovers site for songs and dances to get your child up and active while learning
their tables:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/times-table-collection/z4vv6v4

Spellings:
Websites like Top Marks can help children improve their spelling.

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar

Don’t forget to continue to practise reading and writing the Year 1, 2 and 3 / 4 common exception words — these will
be assessed again towards the end of term.
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