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January  202 6  

 
We Respect We are Honest We Listen We are Positive We Care 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Headteacher 
 
What an incredible few weeks it has been in school.  Our children have been absolutely buzzing with enthusiasm 
and engagement across the curriculum.  Year 3 and 4 have produced some truly excellent pieces of writing that 
showcase their developing skills and creativity ς their teachers are so proud of the progress they're making.  The 
infants have been learning to play the glockenspiel.   We've also had the pleasure of taking KS1 on an exciting trip 
to London Zoo, where they were able to bring their learning to life through first-hand experiences and 
observations.  And, let's not forget the magical walks that have allowed our children to explore, discover and 
connect with the world around them.  It's been fantastic to see such high levels of curriculum engagement and 
genuine enthusiasm for learning across the school. Well done to all our children ς you've made us incredibly 
proud!   
 
Week beginning 9th February we are going to attempt to do our Health and Safety Week again.  The previous dates 
were postponed due to school closures.  This will be the same week as 'Children's Mental Health week".  
 
Have a lovely weekend, everyone! 

 
Kind regards 
 
 

 
Mrs Rachel Brock 
Headteacher 
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Dates for your diary for Parent Workshops in the new year 
 

8:45am 24th March ς Healthy Eating, Sleep and Dental hygiene with Kate Bignall 

8:45am 21st April ς Healthy Relationships and Friendships with Kate Bignall 

8:45am 16th June ς Positive Communication with Kate Bignall 

  

More information to come. 

Michelle Bailey 

Senior Mental Health Lead 

 

Request for Donations 
 

I am looking for donations in the style of CIRCUS! 

If you are having a clear out after Christmas, I am on the hunt for the following items to create a 

fantastic role play area in our Smart Start/Play Cafe: - 

Juggling balls  
Spinning plates  
Circus dress up  
Diabolo's 
 

Many thanks 

Michelle Bailey 
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The PlayCafe will be open this term on these dates and times: 

8:30am-10am or 10:30am-11:30am 

 

Friday 6th February 

Friday 13th February 

Friday 27th February 

Friday 13th March 

Friday 27th March 

All are welcome just please email office@estcots.co.uk to book your place, we would love to see you. 

 

Michelle Bai ley 

Senior Mental Health Lead  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:office@estcots.co.uk
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Cross Country Club 

 
 
 

Our early morning cross country club members showing how dedicated they are to training!  
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EYFS 
 

We have been exploring how things work as part of our Move it, Move it! Learning. 

We have been working hard to make our fingers strong for writing by using the cogs. We have been 

matching shapes and colours then twisting and turning these. 

 

 
 Cogs  

 
 
                                                                      
 
 
 
 

                                                                  Wheel painting with paint on tin foil 
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Phase 1 Trip to London Zoo 
 
 

On Monday 26th January all of Phase 1 visited London Zoo. We had a fantastic day seeing all of the 
different animals, especially the Humboldt penguins. We got to see lions, tigers, gorillas, capybaras and 
many more throughout the day. We were lucky enough the hear a lion roar - it was so loud!  
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Year 1 Music 
 
 

This term in Year 1, Mr Godfrey is teaching Year 1 to play the glockenspiel. We have been learning how to 
hold the beater correctly and how to play different notes. This week we were learning to play 'Hot Cross 
Buns' and 'Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star'.  
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Wicked Worldwide Singalong! 
What an incredible afternoon of music! Estcots choir joined a 

massive global community for the Wicked Worldwide singalong! 

Streamed live from the O2 and with a special appearance  
from Emma Kingston (current West End Elphaba) our choir sang their 

hearts out alongside over 300,000 people taking part across the 
world. It was a very tricky piece and the choir sang it brilliantly. 
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Year 4 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊŘǊƻōŜΧ 

For our new topic immersion day, we 

came into find the first clue in our 

scavenger hunt! Each clue took us 

nearer to the mysterious wardrobe. 

Wondering what would be on the 

other side, we walked through the 

wardrobe to discover a magical world. 

 

We finished the day using our imaginations to create a wintery scene 

using watercolour paints and listened to the first chapter of our new 

book, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe! 
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Learning: To organise paragraphs around a theme 

 

Slowly and carefully l opened the door to the dark wardrobe, 

but I was surprised because it is just sitting in an empty room. 

But I went in and saw a couple fluffy coats hanging on a dusty, 

old rack. The floor creaked as I stepped into the wardrobe. I put 

the fluffy coat on, I felt it rubbing on my hands and face. I was 

thinking if I should go and tell the other. But discovering a new 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊŘǊƻōŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘ 

only see snow this is so mystical  

Suddenly it was snowing, the trees were twisting, the furious 

wind was going crazy. There was this mysterious lamp post that 

was shining so bright it blinded my eyes. I walked a little further, 

and when I was walking on the crunchy snow it made my feet 

go numb. I felt extraordinary.  

As I walked further, I felt the frantic wind pushing towards my 

body. Then there was this faun that had a long tail, big weird 

shaped ears and his eyes were as small as a hamster. He was 

holding three presents that were wrapped in brown wrapping 

paper. He was smiling so hard I have never ever seen someone 

smile so hard in my life. 

 

Laila Masser-Holmes 
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Learning: Organise paragraphs around a theme 

 

Determined but anxious, I slowly opened the doors of the creaky 

wardrobe, I peeked into the dusty, dark space of the mysterious closet. 

Inside I saw the prickly damp coats that brushed against my face, the 

cold hangers scraped on the metal rusty bars and made me shiver. I 

looked back and paused, thinking if I should close the doors. 

I decided that I should not close the doors, it was probably the best 

idea. Carefully, I perched under the colourful coats and noticed the 

wardrobe looked unusually long. Every second, it seemed a cold breeze 

filled the wardrobe which made me feel curious and inquisitive. I 

stepped forward, strangely I found myself in a mystical land, it was full 

of sparkling snow hanging from frosty trees. There were so many 

things to look at, it was mesmerizing, I stood next to an icy cold bush, a 

sudden wind was biting at my feet. In the distance, I saw a shimmering 

light beyond the swaying trees, it was silent and calm, an enchanted 

world behind the secrets of the wardrobe. 

Around the corner stood an odd-looking creature with an unusual 

appearance. I stepped closer, he had small horns, pointy ears and quite 

thin legs. He was holding snowy parcels that slightly tipped to the side, 

I was going to help but it looked like he was running late for something, 

so I stood back politely. The faun smiled with a surprised look while 

kicking his hooves in the crunchy snow and then trotted away. I 

thought to myself, was it my imagination, was I still alone? 

 

Anya Martin 
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Year 4 
During this art activity, the children explored how emotions can be communicated through 

facial features. They observed how the shape and position of the eyes, eyebrows, nose, and 

mouth change depending on how a person is feeling. Focusing on a neutral expression, the 

children carefully considered how relaxed features, balanced proportions, and minimal 

movement can still communicate mood. Using these observations, they created thoughtful 

and detailed drawings that show a calm, neutral emotion, demonstrating an understanding 

of how even subtle facial changes can express feeling. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Example 
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This week, the children  
stepped into the magical  

world of The Lion, the  

Witch and the Wardrobe  

during an exciting  

immersion walk. As they  

explored their  

surroundings, they  

ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ [ǳŎȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

journey into Narnia, using 

their senses to notice the 

cold air, mysterious 

shadows, and enchanting 

atmosphere. The 

experience helped bring 

the story to life, inspiring 

rich discussion, vivid 

vocabulary, and creative 

ideas ready to be used in 

their reading and writing. 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

                                                February 
Tuesday 3rd February 2026 2.30 pm Warhol Class Stay and Play 

Friday 6th February 2026 Year 4 Chef John 

Monday 9th ς Friday 13th February 2026 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ ²ŜŜƪ 
Health and Safety Week 

Monday 9th February 2026 Year 2 Little Big Sing at The Meads 9.30 ς 11.30 am  

Tuesday 10th February 2026 
 

Year 5 to visit Sackville to watch school production 
Ψ.ǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻƴΩ 11.30 ς 1.00 
 
2.30 pm Matisse Class Stay and Play  
 
2.30 pm Year 1 and 2 Stay and Share in classrooms 
 
PFA ς Doughnuts on the Plaza after school 

Monday 16th ς Friday 20th February 2026 Half Term 

Tuesday 24th February 2026 8.45 am PINS Project Coffee Morning ς details below 

Thursday 26th February 2026 Cross Country Finals at East Court 1.00 ς 3.00 pm 

March 

Monday 2nd March 2026 Swimming Gala at The Kings Centre 6.00 ς 8.30 pm 

Tuesday 3rd March 2026 8.45 am PINS Project Coffee Morning ς details below 

Thursday 5th March 2026 World Book Day ς details to follow 

Friday 6th March 2026 Inservice Training Day 

Thursday 12th March 2026 
 

PFA ς Bags2School 

нΦлл ǇƳ 9¸C{ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƛƴ Iŀƭƭ ς 

Stay and Play afterwards  

Friday 13th March 2026 PFA ς aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ {ŜŎǊŜǘ wƻƻƳ 

нΦлл ǇƳ ¸ŜŀǊ м ŀƴŘ н aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƛƴ the 

Main Hall ς Stay and Play afterwards 

Friday 20th March 2026 Comic Relief ς details to follow 

Tuesday 24th March 2026 
 

8.45 am Healthy Eating, Sleep and Dental Hygiene 

Workshop with Kate Bignall  

Wednesday 25th March 2026 2.30 pm Phase 1 Fantastic Finish Polar Market  

ς Top Playground 

Thursday 26th March 2026 Phase 2 Theatre Trip 

Monday 30th March ς Friday 10th April 2026 Easter holidays 

April 
Tuesday 14th April 2026 Van Cols ς Class Photos 

Tuesday 21st April 2026 8.45 am Healthy Relationships and Friendships 

Workshop with Kate Bignall  

May 

Friday 1st May 20226 PFA ς Break the Rules 

Monday 4th May 2026 Bank Holiday  

Monday 11th ς Thursday 14th May 2026 Key Stage 2 SATS ς Year 6 

Monday 25th ς Friday 29th May 2026 Half Term 

 



Page 15 of 28 

June 
Friday 12th June 2026 PFA ς CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ {ŜŎǊŜǘ wƻƻƳ 

Tuesday 16th June 2026 8.45 am Positive Communication Workshop with  

Kate Bignall 

Friday 19th June 2026 Inservice Training Day 

Saturday 27th June 2026 PFA Summer Fair (please note amendment) 

 
 

PFA EVENTS (all included in above dates) 
Tuesday 10th February 2026 Doughnuts on the Plaza after school 

Thursday 12th March 2026 Bags2School 

Friday 13th March 2026 aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ {ŜŎǊŜǘ wƻƻƳ 

Friday 1st May 2026 Break the Rules 

Friday 12th June 2026 PFA ς CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ {ŜŎǊŜǘ Room 

Saturday 27th June 2026 PFA Summer Fair (please note amendment) 
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