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Dear Parents, Reminders Bank holiday — Monday 4" May

Welcome back! We hope you had a lovely Easter Screen time at home:

break and are all set for the final term in Early We wanted to share an article that the BBC raised over the Easter
Years! holidays about the impact screen time is having on under 5’s. Sadly as

time goes on, in school, we can see an incredible decline in social
interactions, table manners as well as speech and language. We know
screens became a tool for babysitting during COVID as parent’s had
the pressures of working, but we are still seeing the impact of
increased screen time. Please have a read: Screen time for under-fives
should be limited to one hour a day, parents told - BBC News

Instead, try board games, outdoor play and eating meals as a family.

The children have returned to school full of energy
and seemed excited by the changes in their
learning environment. They entered school and
found a garden centre and have already become
immersed in their new topic with characters Eddie
and Billy! Over the coming weeks, the children will
be creating a new role play area outside which will
be turned into a potting shed.

Literacy
We have begun our new topic Bears, Biscuits and Bees! The children have already been introduced to new story

characters including Eddie, Billy and Grandpa. They have provided new problems for the children to solve as well as
introduced the children to new vocabulary and planting experiences.
We have thoroughly enjoyed: (”m”‘z.v"%
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e Planting our own beans

e Writing instructions of how to plant a bean using ordinal vocabulary
such as first, then, next and finally

e Writing labels for our garden centre and potting shed

e Learning new sounds in our new phonic groups.

Reading and Phonics
Please remember to ask your child to read their schoolbook to you three times a week and record this in their
reading diary. This is the final term to help your child reach their Early Years reading potential!

Useful teaching videos to share with your child: Read\Write!inc!
‘igh” https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/qZpHHS2W/q5wTiyow Phonics
‘ow’ https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/ZrOmGsOD/HdFYrGlx

Review ‘ay’ https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/ClogRTwe/3Za5WkCO

Review ‘ee’ https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/COW7xHY1/F8ImYSlv

‘Word challenge 1’ https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/wJEABFZ9/G3M3nqdM

Red words Green story reading level lesson 1 https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/3tKmgiQo/GJx4nbr5

Flash cards:

Please use the flash cards from your phonics pack with your child. Focusonm, a, s, d, t,i,n, p, g 0, ¢, k, u, b, f, e, |,
h,rjv,w,v,z X, sh, th, ck, ch, qu, ng, nk, ay, ee, igh, ow, oo and oo too. We are now learning and consolidating the
rest of set 2 special friends ar, or, air, ir, ou and oy.

Red words:
Please encourage your child to practise reading their red words to you. These can be found in the front of their
reading diaries.

In Maths, we have been:

. learning to represent composition of numbers to 10

. recognising greater numbers as a whole number and its parts at the same time
. partitioning in different ways

. exploring number bonds to 10

. building 10 using two parts

. Identifying how many more we need to make 10.

We will be consolidating number bonds over the coming weeks.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c1d936n7445o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c1d936n7445o

Topic:
Over the last two weeks we have been:
e Solving problems for our new story characters
e Creating our own flower artwork using collage materials
e Printing with paint
e Making new words with our flower sounds
e Creating garden pictures using vegetable printing
e Creating new role play areas — a garden centre and potting shed
e Learning about what a seed needs to grow
e Planting our own beans
e Taking part in freeze frames from our stories and adding speech.

Over the next two weeks

We will be:
e Visited by an expert gardener called Christine who will be teaching us about growing environments including
her allotment L1
e Thinking about what makes a good gardener? o
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e What tools do gardeners use?
e Learning about what, where and why do fruits and vegetables grow?
e Learning about the life cycle of a seed to sunflower.

Home Task:
Can you learn this song and perform it with an instrument of your choice or even use your body to create a beat to
perform to e.g. clapping your hands.

I'm a Little Bean Song

(Sing to the tune of 'T'm a Little Teapot'.)

I'm a little bean small and round,
(curl up on the floor)

Bury me deep into the soft ground,
(sung in very low, deep voice)

Sprinkle me with water,
(act out watering can)

Sunshine too.
(hands out wide)

Watch me grow as tall as you.
(stretch to the sky)

Can you create your own 3D model of a flower or
plant? What materials will you use? Can you label
parts of your model e.g. stem, petals.




Practicing independent

cutting skills. EYFS Photo Gallery

Ordering models by size!

Threading pipe cleaners into
pots to create flowers.

Learning in the role play
garden center, investigating
bugs.

Designing our own gardens just like
our new story character, Eddie!




