Dear Parents, Reminders

We have had another busy 2 weeks in Early Years full of Friday 15" May- PFA Inflatables 3:15-5:30.
fun and learning.
Monday 18™- Friday 22" May- Estcots Mental Health Awareness

We have been visited by Christine, a local gardener. We Week.

learnt all about her allotment, the tools she uses and the

many different fruits and vegetables that she grows. We Monday 18™ May- EYFS & KS1 Book Fair 3:10-3:40 in the main
also learnt how she makes her own compost for her entrance.

allotment. Payment for items on sale is via a QR code scanned at the Book

Fair; no cash payments can be made.
We would like to say a very big thank you for the kind

purchases from both Matisse and Warhol Class Amazon Friday 22" May- Family Picnic 12pm onwards weather
wish lists, we cannot tell you how grateful we are for permitting.
these resources, and the children are thoroughly enjoying
using them. Half Term- Monday 25" May- Friday 29" May
Literacy

Over the past two weeks we have been learning about sunflowers. We have read the fiction book ‘Billy’s Sunflower’ and non-
fiction books ‘Seed to Sunflower.” We thought about Billy’s feelings during each stage of his sunflower’s growth. We have also
learnt about the life cycle of a sunflower too.
We have thoroughly enjoyed:

e learning about the different feelings and emotions we may feel when something we are growing starts to die

e writing a sentence about what makes a good gardener

e acting out the stages of a sunflower’s growth

e creating our own sunflower life cycles using our scissors skills.

Reading and Phonics
Please remember to ask your child to read their schoolbook to you three times a week and record this in their
reading diary. This is the final term to help your child reach their Early Years reading potential!

Useful teaching videos to share with your child:

‘00’ (zoo) https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/i8m5gDqx/a189ttBz
‘00’ (book) https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/vf2hkZTY/GikP7ybd Read Write!inc:
Review ‘igh’ https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/qZpHHS2W/q5wTiyow Phonics

Review ‘ow’ https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/AkrXU3yO/XXBUcwdlI

Set 2 ‘Word challenge 2’ https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/aWIdYEbJ/DAyqCVf0
Red words Green Storybooks lesson 2 https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/3tKmgiQo/GJx4nbr5

Flash cards:

Please use the flash cards from your Phonics pack with your child. Focusonm, a, s, d, t,i,n, p,g,0,¢c,k,u,b,f, e, |, h,r,jv,w,y,
z, X, sh, th, ck, ch, qu, ng, nk, ay, ee, igh, ow, oo and oo too.

We are now learning and consolidating the rest of set 2 special friends ar, or, air, ir, ou and oy.

Red words:
Please encourage your child to practise reading their red words to you. These can be found in the front of their reading diaries.



https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/PCJJBb21/gQOXuSQJ
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/AkrXU3yO/XXBUcwdI
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/aWldYEbJ/DAyqCVf0
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/ppkT1u7U/5C3QaRKL

In Maths, we have been:
e exploring the number 10 and the different ways 10 can be arranged
e making pattern like arrangements and talking about what the pattern might tell us about the number 10.
e finding doubles to 10
e |earning a doubling song
e investigating which numbers are odd and which are even
e explaining why a number is odd or even

The Doub\n.j rhyme

Over the next two weeks:
We will be: oy
e recognising and naming 3D shapes including cubes, cuboids, cylinders, pyramids, cones and spheres
e recognising 2D shapes within 3D shapes and using the language of faces
e recognising 3D shapes in the environment around them e.g a tin of beans is a cylinder
e identifying more complex repeating patterns e.g ‘stomp, dinosaur, dinosaur, stomp...”
e copying and continuing more complex patterns.

Topic:
Over the last two weeks we have been:
e |earning about the qualities of a good gardener- what tools gardeners use, what time of year it is best to plant in, how
to care for the plants and seeds that are being grown
e tasting different fruits and vegetables that have featured in the books we have been reading including- strawberries,
cucumbers and mangetout
e using our scissors skills to make a sunflower life cycle wheel
e drawing sunflowers using different mediums including pencils, wax crayons, felt tip pens and paints
e creating our own flower models out of Lego
e using recycling to create flowers and garden tools

Over the next two weeks
We will be:
e reading the story ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’
e creating our own beanstalk in the classroom
e using construction toys to create Jack’s house and the beanstalk
e orally re-telling the story of Jack and the Beanstalk.

Optional Home Task: e
Maths: -
Can you share the doubling song with your grown up at home?

| |lmve

Writing: -
Can you record a sentence in your sunflower diary explaining how your sunflower is growing? What does your sunflower look
like? How tall is your sunflower?

Creative: -
Can you paint/draw/design your own sunflower for the classroom?

Can you compare your painting to the famous artist Vincent Van Gough’s painting of sunflowers?
https://www.vangoghmuseum.nl/en/collection/s0031v1962



https://www.vangoghmuseum.nl/en/collection/s0031v1962
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