June 2026 an 1O,
A

PRIMARY SCHOOL

P

Estcots News

We We are We We are We

Headteacher

We were delighted to see such a successful and uplifting Wellbeing Week just before half term, with a wide range
of activities that really supported both pupils and staff.

We hope that everyone enjoyed a relaxing break—although the rather unpredictable weather since returning
suggests summer may still be keeping us on our toes!

Looking ahead, we have lots of exciting activities planned for Sports Week next week. A decision about whether
Sports Day can go ahead will be made early on Monday morning; at present, the forecast is looking quite wet, but
we are keeping everything crossed for a change.

We hope that parents found the recent consultation meetings helpful. As a gentle reminder, if you are bringing
younger children onto the school site, please ensure they are supervised closely and not running around or
handling displays and classroom equipment.

Have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards

Mrs Rachel Brock
Headteacher
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Wellbeing and Mental Health Awareness Week

What an amazing week the children and staff at Estcots
had during Wellbeing Week. The weather was extremely
kind to us and let us kickstart the week with a whole
school Line Dancing lesson on the field led by Mrs
Harrison-Gray and Mrs Willis. It didn't take long for the
children to learn their left and rights before their toes
got stepped on!

In the afternoon we all gathered in the hall for One Big Sing! The children sounded amazing singing the Gary
Barlow and the Commonwealth Band song Sing. Early Years gave us their rendition of ‘We're all in this together
from High School Musical’, followed by KS1 singing 'One World'. KS2 sang their hearts out to Eye of the Tiger
by Survivor, thank you to Mrs Harrop for organising this. We finished the afternoon with a very well received
video courtesy of Estcots Staff that you may well have heard about!!!!

Tuesday, we surprised the children with 2 rounds of STOP DROP AND BOP! When
the music was played the children and staff had to stop and drop what they were
doing and bop in the corridors to the music. This was a real hit for the children.

2o Later in the day the classes had a mix up and we introduced a Walk and Talk which
: gave children who don't know each other the opportunity to have a conversation and
| find out more about each other, it was so lovely seeing the children engaged and

= chatting.

Wednesday the staff did a ‘Flashmob' on the field at
lunchtime which the children found fabulously
entertaining and enjoyed joining in with us dancing and singing to Dolly Parton's 9t05.

In the afternoon the classes became great creators in sculpture. There was a prize to
be won for the most creative piece which went to Early Years

- for their 3D 'Jack in the Bean Stalk' sculpture and O'Keeffe

for their beautiful nature sculptures.

Thursday, we were back in our line formations ready o yeeha! Line Dancing again with
much improvement I have to say! Followed by ‘One big Draw' where each class member
drew something to represent their class values, beliefs or principles to then make a
collaborative piece of art. The children worked hard on this activity and created lovely
pieces which will go up on display in school.
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Friday morning the music and slightly interesting looking characters welcomed the
~ children into school!

So many children asked for the return of STOP DROP AND BOP so luckily this was
already on the timetable and it didn't disappoint!

Friday Lunchtime we then had the chance to open the field gates and welcome you all
in for our fantastic finish of the week with our family picnic. It was so lovely to see
so many of you were able to attend and we are very grateful to the sun for shining!
It was a wonderful afternoon had by all.

It really was an amazing week. We learned a lot about what is good for our Mental Health and Wellbeing and
had so much fun at the same time.

Michelle Bailey

Senior Mental Health Lead

"I really liked line dancing on the field, I felt ready for the day!" Naomi Year 2

"I really enjoyed how everyone joined together to dance in STOP DROP AND BOP". Jasmine Year 6
"I liked the Big Draw because it gave me a chance to express my feelings". Jessica Year 5

"I loved drawing and watching the funny video!”. Wyatt year 2

"Sculpture building was my favourite activity because it was fun and T could be creative”. Hamzah year 4

Page 3 0of 8



Year 4 English Writing

Monday 11t May 2026

Learning: [ am learning to write a full diary entry using my plan and word bank.

Dear Diary,

For many years, I searched the sandy dusty sand desert and places in Egypt.
Every single day, I dug and dug hoping to find at least something special or
important even if it was little, but unfortunately every time I had little success.
Although it was tiring and frustrating, I had to carry on and refused to give up no
matter what I discovered I knew something was waiting for me somewhere. Even
though I had to work in unbearable heat I kept on telling myself that all my hard
work would lead to success.

Late one afternoon, In the corner of my eye, I notice the first untouched hidden
step beneath the glittering dazzling sand that mysteriously led underground. At
first, I felt nervous to go any closer, but I believed something magical and
breathtaking could be hidden there. Slowly and carefully, I reached out and
brushed the sand away as the air was full of mystery. In complete silence, I felt
my heart start to race and my hands tremble as I removed the hot sand from the
ancient stone steps. I could not believe what I had found. At last! It was the day I
had waited for.

The next day, I uncovered a mysterious sealed ancient royal doorway covered in
odd queer markings that I did not recognize. Anxiously, I took a closer look and
examined all the symbols which were hieroglyphs to find out they belonged to
Tutankhamun! I was shocked and, in disbelief, it was truly breathtaking. I could
hardly believe it was real, I had never seen something so extraordinary! After a
long exhausting time of searching, my hard work had finally paid off! It was the
most astonishing day I have lived through.
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Curiously, I made a small hole in the door that was over thousands of years old
and peered inside with a mix of excitement and fear to see what was there. At
first, I thought nothing was there and I had failed once again but then, [ saw a
flicker from a dim light and a heap of rubble. It was incredible! I felt impatient
and could not wait much longer, my dream was becoming reality.

Carefully, I looked to see what was there. To my amazement, I witnessed
glimmering objects that shone like jewels, all I could see at that moment was the
most wonderful sparkly golden treasures in every corner of the chamber. Many
years ago, all I found was broken pottery pieces, jewellery.
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4 Picasso Ancient Egypt Topics

As part of our Ancient Egypt topic, the children took part in a fun and exciting science experiment
by mummifying a tomato in class. They learned how the Ancient Egyptians used natron to preserve
bodies and explored the process by creating their own mummification mixture using salt and
bicarbonate of soda. Throughout the experiment, the children observed and discussed the changes
to the tomato over time, linking their learning to both history and science.
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Dates for your Diary

June
Monday 8" — Friday 12 June 2026 Sports Week
Monday 8" June 2026 Sports Day

Key Stage 2 -9.30-11.45am
Key Stage 1 —1.15-2.45 pm

Thursday 11* June 2026 Parents Evening

Friday 12" June 2026 PFA — Father’s Day Secret Room

Tuesday 16" June 2026 8.45 am Year 5 and 6 Parent Workshop ‘My Digital
Child’ (please book via the school office)

Thursday 18" June 2026 PFA Non-Uniform Day for items for the Summer Fair

Friday 19'" June 2026 Inservice Training Day

Saturday 27" June 2026 2.00—-5.00 pm PFA Summer Fair

Tuesday 30" June 2026 Parents SEND Tea and Chat —2.15 pm

(please book via the school office)

PFA EVENTS (all included in above dates)

Friday 12 June 2026 PFA — Father’s Day Secret Room
Thursday 18" June 2026 PFA Non-Uniform Day for items for the Summer Fair
Saturday 27" June 2026 2.00—-5.00 pm PFA Summer Fair
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Estcots
PRIMARY SCHOOL

DATES FOR 2026 - 2027 ACADEMIC YEAR

Autumn Term 2026

In-service Training Day — Tuesday 1st September 2026
School Resumes — Wednesday 2nd September 2026
Half-Term - Monday 26t October - Friday 30th October 2026
In-service Training Day — Friday 20th November 2026

Term Ends - Friday 18th December 2026

Christmas break is Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January 2027 inclusive of bank holidays

Spring Term 2027

School Resumes — Monday 4 January 2027

Half-Term - Monday 15t February - Friday 19t February 2027
In-service Training Day — Monday 8t March 2027

Term Ends — Thursday 25" March 2027

Easter break is Friday 26" March - Friday 9t April 2027 inclusive of Good Friday and Easter Monday

Summer Term 2027

School Resumes - Monday 12th April 2027

Bank Holiday - Monday 3rd May 2027

Half - Term - Monday 31st May - Friday 4t June 2027 including the Bank Holiday
In-service Training Day — Friday 18t June 2027

In-service Training Day — Monday 21st June 2027

Term Ends — Wednesday 21st July 2027
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