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Dear Parents,

The children are now
immersed in their
new topic Ding, Dong,
Here Come the
Children!

We have had a busy
couple of weeks in
Early Years with tours
of the school, having
afternoon playtimes
with Years 1 and 2 as
well as exploring the
mud kitchen in our
wellingtons. We even
met our buddies!

Hair accessories

We are still seeing a lot
of children coming into
school with earrings
other than studs and
brightly coloured hair
accessories. Please
make sure your child
follows the school
uniform policy. This is
available on our school
website. All hair
accessories should be
green. Earrings must be
studs/removed on PE
days. Staff will cover
your child’s earrings if
they are not in keeping
with our policy. Hair
shoulder length or
longer must be tied up
for safety reasons.
Thank you for working
with us.

Home learning packs
We have now sent the
children home with
their own learning
pack. Please keep this
safe at home and use it
daily/weekly with your
child. It includes
phonics flash cards,
number cards, a
number line and more
to help support your
child with early reading
and number skills.
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Reminders

Please can we remind you to name ALL of your children belongings. This is not just helpful for staff,
but so important to help teach children to be responsible for their own belongings as they can identify
their name.

Bookbags
Please make sure you check your child’s book bag daily and ensure you keep your child’s books and

reading diary in there after you have read at home. Remember to try and read three times a week
and write a very brief comment or just date and initial. Please do not encourage your child to keep
their water bottle in their book bag as it will leak and damage books, thank you.

House Teams
Your child has now been allocated a house team; you will receive a letter next week explaining this in
more detail.

Birthday clothing
If your child has a birthday during the school week, they are welcome to wear their own clothes. If

your child’s birthday falls on the weekend, they are welcome to wear their own casual clothing on the
Friday before or the Monday after.

Next week:

Tuesday 29t September — Individual photos to be taken by Vancols.

Thursday 1%t October — Phonics workshop for parents in the main hall 9am start.

Friday 2" October — NHS Flu spray vaccinations in school for children who have had consent provided
by parents.

Reading and Phonics

“Reading aloud with
children is known to be
the single most
important activity for

Read\Write!inc

Phonics

The children have enjoyed learning neV\{ phonemes each building the knowledge

day. So far, we have learntm, a,s,d, t,i,n, p, g 0, ¢k, u, and skills they will

bandf. eventually require for
L _ ) learning to read.”

We use the Ruth Miskin RWI Phonics Scheme, which - Marilyn Jager Adams

teaches the children ‘pure’ sounds. This means there is no

‘er’ at the end of each sound, e.g. ‘s’ is ‘sssssss’ not ‘ser’. Share a moment of love witha child.

IdealsBooks.com

Please visit this link for more information on how we
articulate each phoneme. Read Write Inc Phonics: How to say the Set 1, Set 2 and Set 3
sounds - YouTube

It is important the children use the sounds correctly to give them the best

possible chance of becoming an early reader. If they sound out the word m-a-t

with pure sounds ‘mmmmme-aaaa-t’ they will blend these together quickly to read

‘mat’. If they sound out with ‘mer’-‘a’-‘ter’ they will take longer to blend these

sounds correctly and read the word incorrectly.

We have shared all of the information provided in our phonics meeting held last week. Please use
these at home and then keep it safe in your child’s book bag as we will begin to add words to these
packs when the children are ready to practise blending the sounds together to read short words. If
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak with us.

Useful video’s for parents ~(please note the links will expire after 10 days):

What is phonics? How Read Write Inc. Phonics works - a parent/carer’s guide
Understanding phonics https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/g5LlcU9z/R7td2cSX
10 things to think about when you read with your child
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/196j0KJv/yhHk3RYf

Useful teaching videos to share with your child:

'm' https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/3x7B7A0K/46K6Arlg
'a' https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/zFajDw34/tCX3NxZ8
's' https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/Y4EZgus3/yFlU4ylx

'd" https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/ZHrtem3b/w6QgIFeN
't' https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/Me6NTvGg/uwwWRaii



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yln6PpV1G1I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yln6PpV1G1I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MbWIujM1WGM
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/g5LJcU9z/R7td2cSX
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/l96j0KJv/yhHk3RYf
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/3x7B7AOK/46K6Ar1g
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/zFajDw34/tCX3NxZ8
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/Y4EZgus3/yFlU4ylx
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/ZHrtem3b/w6QgIFeN
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/Me6NTvGg/uwwWRaii

West Sussex Family Learning is delighted to offer a range of FREE courses for parents, carers and grandparents this term.
These practical courses are designed to help families build confidence, develop new strategies and support children's learning,
wellbeing and development at home.

This term's programme includes:

Online courses, such as:

. How to Help Your Child with Learning in Reception and Key Stage 1

° Managing Screen Time

. Face-to-face courses, including:

. Supporting Children with Anxiety and Building Resilience (available in Horsham and Crawley)

There are also courses available for families with pre-school children, focusing on developing key skills for learning and helping
children prepare for a positive start to school.

These short, practical sessions offer useful advice, evidence-based strategies and an opportunity to connect with other
families facing similar experiences.

For more information and to view the full range of available courses, please visit the Family Learning website (Family learning
in West Sussex - West Sussex County Council) or email familylearning@westsussex.gov

Topic:

Over the last two weeks we have been:

e meeting new faces around the school

e learning about our school environment

e learning to take turns

e learning to move around the school in a
quiet line

e learning to keep our things safely on our
pegs and not on the floor

Maths:
Over the last two weeks we have been:
e |earning the meaning of matching
e playing matching games
e matching values with numerals
e matching patterns
e sorting in different ways
e learning that numbers are all around us!
e identifying a set

e sorting objects by type e thinking about those who are special to
Next week we will be: us-

e using the language - compare, order, size, small, large, little, big, Next Week
smaller than, bigger than, large, weight, mass, heavier, lighter, We will be:
balance, same, ‘tall’ and ‘short’ when describing height and ‘long’ e practising our cutting skills — holding
and ‘short’ and when comparing length scissors correctly.

e |earning that objects can be compared and ordered by size e learninge, |, h,r,j,v,y,w,zand x.

e learning that when we move objects, it is easier to make e we will continue to learn to make words
comparisons with the phonemes m, a, s, d, t,I,n, p, g

e |earning that objects can be compared and ordered by their mass ando

e using balance scales to make comparisons. e continuing to find out more about

ourselves, each other and our families.

Home Task:
Every two weeks we will provide you with 2 home tasks. These are optional and entirely your choice if you would like to try
these at home with your child.

Finger gym focus
This task will encourage your child to take part in a fine motor activity, which will help strengthen their finger and hand

Can you practise threading?

This could be threading pasta on a shoe lace or
string. You could also try using uncooked spaghetti
and thread cereal or pasta.

Threading
Topic task

Could you create a self-portrait using a collage
technique? Can you glue and layer paper or
materials to make a picture of yourself? Bring in
your creations to share and display in class!

Maths — books to help support the learning of matching:
A Pair of Socks by Stuart J. Murphy

Seaweed Soup by Stuart J. Murphy

The Button Box by Margarette S. Reid

Beep Beep, Vroom Vroom! by Stuart J. Murphy
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EARLY YEARS GALLERY

We have been learning to

write our names and put

the letters in the correct
order.

Learning to roll and
spin hoops in PE.

Warhol class took part in
their first PE lesson!

Using tweezers to sort objects in
maths.

Manipulating dough
to strengthen our
fingers - Creating

wheels for a car
with the playdough.

Creating a self-
portrait.




