
Year 4 Autumn Term Learning Journey 

Walking with Wolves 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are delighted to share our exciting learning journey for the Autumn Term. This 

term, our topic is Walking with Wolves – a fascinating enquiry that will take the 

children on an adventure into the natural world. Along the way, they will explore the 

lives and habitats of wolves, discover more about the culture and traditions of the 

First Nations people of North America, and develop an understanding of 

conservation, rewilding and the importance of protecting our environment. 

Our learning begins by exploring wolves and the habitats in which 

they live. The children will become wildlife experts, discovering 

how animals are classified, how they survive in different 

environments and why conservation is so important. Through 

scientific investigations they will learn to identify and classify 

living things before moving on to explore food chains, teeth and 

digestion later in the term. 

Our English lessons are closely linked to our topic and the beautiful 

book A Wolf Called Wander. The children will develop their reading 

skills by exploring both fiction and non-fiction texts, learning how to 

retrieve information, make inferences and discuss authors' choices. 

They will become experts on wolves by researching and writing their 

own non-fiction reports before using persuasive writing to encourage 

others to protect endangered wildlife. Later in the term, they will 

continue Wander's story by writing their own exciting narrative 

adventure.  

In Geography, we will learn how to use maps and globes confidently, locate countries 

and continents, use grid references and compass points and understand how 

landscapes change over time. As the term progresses, we will investigate mountains, 

settlements and natural disasters such as earthquakes and tsunamis, considering 

how these affect both people and wildlife.  

Our History learning will introduce the 

children to the history and culture of 

the First Nations people of North 

America. They will investigate historical 

evidence, explore artefacts and discover 

how traditions help us understand life in 

the past. 



Creativity is a key part of this term. In Art, the 

children will study their class artist, Pablo 

Picasso/Julian Opie, exploring how artists use colour, 

symbolism and different techniques to express 

emotions. They will also learn about First Nations’ 

artwork, designing and printing their own repeating 

patterns inspired by Native American motifs before 

creating artwork linked to the traditional story 

Buffalo Woman.  

In Design and Technology, the children will become designers 

and makers by creating their own woven baskets inspired by 

Native American craftsmanship. They will design, make and 

evaluate their products before preparing them for our 

exciting end-of-term market, where families will be invited 

to see the finished work.  

Computing lessons will see the children become 

responsible digital researchers and programmers. They 

will learn how to search safely and effectively online, 

evaluate reliable websites and understand how 

computer networks allow information to be shared. 

Using Scratch, they will design, write, test and debug 

their own animated wolf adventures using sequences, 

loops and logical reasoning. 

In Mathematics, we will continue to build confidence and fluency 

through the Year 4 curriculum. This term the children will develop 

their understanding of place value, addition and subtraction, area, 

multiplication and division, and length and perimeter. Alongside 

fluency, we will focus on reasoning and problem-solving so that 

children can confidently apply their mathematical knowledge in a 

range of real-life situations. 

Our wider curriculum continues to support the children's personal development. In 

E4S, we will explore healthy habits, balanced lifestyles, managing emotions, making 

positive choices, staying safe online and 

knowing where to seek help when needed. In 

Religious Education, we will learn about 

Judaism before exploring the symbolism 

within the Christmas story. French lessons 

will develop speaking and listening skills 

through greetings, numbers, days, months 

and birthdays, while PE will focus on hockey 

in the first half of the term before moving on to touch rugby. Music lessons will 

continue through the Charanga programme.  

 

 

 



P.E. kit 

Please ensure children are not wearing earrings on P.E. days. If you/they are unable 

to remove them, earrings must be covered with tape. Hooped earrings should not be 

worn in school at all as they can be caught and cause injury outside of P.E. lessons. 

Children should not be wearing any jewellery in school -and hair below shoulder 

length should be tied back. Thank you for your support. 

Throughout the term we will encourage the children to become increasingly 

independent learners, developing curiosity, resilience and confidence through our 

Independent Learning Time (ILT). We hope this will inspire them to take ownership of 

their learning and pursue their own interests linked to our curriculum. 

We are looking forward to an exciting term full of creativity, enquiry and discovery. 

Thank you for your continued support—we can't wait to share the children's 

achievements with you as the term progresses, culminating in our First Nations 

Market, where the children will proudly showcase and sell the products they have 

created. 

We look forward to working with you throughout the year. 

Kind regards, 

The Year 4 Team 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

Activity  Dates  

Ashdown Forest Visit: Opie Wednesday 4th November  

Ashdown Forest Visit: Picasso Wednesday 4th November 

Opie PE Days  Monday and Wednesday  

Picasso PE days Wednesday and Friday  

First Nations Themed Market  Date to be confirmed  

Fork to Farm visits from Chef John Tuesday - 15th September - Taste & Sensory 

Wednesday - 11th November - Knife Skills 

Tuesday - 12th January - Bread 

Tuesday - 27th April - Front of House 

Meet the Team  Wednesday 9th September 2:30 pm  

 

How you can help at home 

A little practice each day can make a big difference! Please encourage your child to 

read for at least 15–20 minutes each day and discuss what they have read by asking 

questions about the characters, setting and events. Regularly practise the Year 4 

spelling list and times tables, particularly up to 12 × 12, using quick-fire recall. Useful 

websites include Times Tables Rock Stars, Topmarks, BBC Bitesize and Hit the Button 

for fun maths practice.  

Spending time outdoors is also invaluable—go for walks, explore local parks, identify 

plants and wildlife, use maps to navigate or simply talk about the changing seasons. 

These everyday experiences help children make meaningful links with their learning 

in school.  



Most importantly, praise effort, encourage curiosity and enjoy learning together! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 


